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occur, to cause its destruction.
Having re-established my relationship with the Communist
Party after a lapse of five years, I travelled all over Tamil Nadu to
carry on propaganda for the party. In the course of my travels I
became aware of the "ideological drought" that had overtaken the
party. "Party education" as an important activity had been totally
overlooked. Among the elements that had come into the party hardly
any could be characterized as "communist intellectuals." Such an
entity, I reflected sadly, simply could not emerge under the conditions
that existed in the party. It was not as though the newer members
were deficient in their devotion to the party and its leaders. My
impression was that they were not being guided properly and that
the situation called for serious thought and remedial action by all
concerned. Everybody realized the truth that the leadership was
responsible for such a state of affairs. But I also believed that the
remedy did not lie in merely accusing the leadership alone of failure
in the discharge of an important responsibility. Those among the
leaders who understood the problem even tried to work out some
remedial action. But it did not yield adequate results.
You cannot come to grips with a problem and work out a solution
unless you identify why the problem had arisen in the first place.
As far as I could see, the cause for the unsatisfactory environment
was the transformation of the party into a mass organization.
Many of my comrades did not accept my evaluation. I concluded
that since in our bourgeois society the Communist Party too tried
to function in the same manner as other political parties, it would
inevitably be affected by the same maladies as afflicted the others.
There was little use in my longing for something that simply
was not there. I could not go on telling myself that it was my task
to bring it into existence. I therefore decided that I should not
entwine my life with the Communist Party but should simply carry
out whatever tasks were assigned to me with a "communist aware-
ness."
I divided myself into two, keeping my outlook on life and my
ideas on literary work strictly insulated from my association with
the Communist Party. I exercised extraordinary care to keep the two
parts from coming into conflict. Nevertheless, conflicts did occur
frequently.
.    The orator Jayakanthan who stood upon political platforms to
make thundering speeches was one man; the  writer Jayakanthan